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Whet the appetite
Do you ever wonder why things happen 
the way they do?  Do you ever wonder 
why evil people seem to get away with 
things?  Do you ever wonder how God 
would answer these questions?

Welcome to the adventure that is 
Habakkuk.

The book of Habakkuk is a record of a 
conversation between the prophet and 
God.   The prophet is troubled not only 
by what he sees happening around 
him, but also by God’s attitude in it all.  
Israel, God’s chosen nation, has once 
again turned her back on God. The 
nation is living in sin and rebellion and, 
as far as Habakkuk can see, God is 
doing nothing at all! 

‘Why do you - a good God, allow such 
evil?’ Habakkuk cries out. He knows 
how Good and Holy God is, so why does 
He seem to be silent in the face of such 
wickedness? Why is he not punishing 
those who are flouting His laws?   

His confidence in God’s character causes 
him to come before God - seeking to 
understand the dilemma he has found 
himself in.

The result: An amazing little 3 chapters 
with gems of understanding that shape 
our faith today. Watch out for them and 
enjoy.

Recommended Further Reading:
You will find lots of helpful extra 
information in the “Crossway Bible 
Guide: 6 Minor Prophets” by Michael 
Wilcock. You should be able to get a 
copy from a local Christian bookshop, 
a church leader or online from 
www.ivpbooks.com
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Session 1 - Habakkuk 1

A Prophet’s Puzzle: Will a Holy God Put Up With Sin?

There is no doubt that we are troubled by the 
evil around us – murders, stabbings, terrorist 
attacks. The more important question is how 
do we react to them and why do we react the 
way we do? What do we expect God to do 
about them?

Way In

What aspect of God’s character gives 
Habakkuk confidence to ask the questions in 
1:1-4? 

What does he hope God will do as a result 
of his cry?

What does God say He will do about the 
situation? (1:5-6) 

What kind of people were the 
Babylonians? (1:7-11)

Was Habakkuk pleased with this solution? 
(1:12-13)

1

We all sometimes struggle with the fact 
that terrible things happen to ‘good’ people 
and the ‘wicked’ go unpunished, or that God 
does not seem to solve problems the way we 
hoped he would. Habakkuk did too. He didn’t 
understand why God was doing this, but 
knowing God as he did, Habakkuk knew that 
God must have a reason for His actions and 
he planned to find out what it was.

How do we react when we know that 
those who are called by the name of the Lord 
are either ‘playing with sin’ or condoning sin?

How do we respond when God seem to be 
slow in responding to our cry for justice?

Questions

2

3

READ

1

Reflection & Action

2

That you will repent of the things that 
displease God and keep trusting Him when 
things aren’t working out the way you think 

they should.

Pray

“Babylonians” – Super Power in the Middle East 
from 612 – 539 BC, defeating the previous super 
power Assyria. By 605 BC they had reached the gates 
of Jerusalem and began deporting its inhabitants - 
probably inkling Daniel and his three friends.

glossary

01

Pray

Habakkuk 1

Habakkuk 1:13b

“Why are you (God) silent while the wicked 
swallow up those more righteous than 

themselves?”

Key Verse

Why did Habakkuk react to God’s plan and 
why? (v12-17)

4

5

6
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How does Habakkuk deal with the news 
he has just received from God? (2:1)

What can we say about Habakkuk’s 
attitude as he comes to God for an answer?

What does God ask him to do and why? 
(2:2-3) 

First Revelation: How does God contrast 
the life of the ‘evil man’ and ‘the righteous’ in 
verse 4? 

Second Revelation: Despite evil all around 
what does God say is His ultimate plan for the 
whole world? (2:14) 

Third Revelation: Where does God say He 
is, what is He doing and how should humans 
respond? (2:20)

02

Session 2 - Habakkuk 2 

God In The Middle Of The Chaos

Can you think of any time when things seemed 
to make no sense at all - but looking back, you 
can see how God was at work through it all? If 
you are stuck for ideas, why not spend some 
time thinking about the crucifixion of Jesus. 
Israel had turned her back on God.  This 
caused Habakkuk to cry out to God, the One 
who cannot tolerate sin. God will judge Israel. 
BUT his instrument of judgement will be 
Babylon. Habakkuk does not understand why 
Babylon (a much more evil nation than Israel) 
should be God’s instrument for punishing 
Israel, but he knows that God must have a 
good reason and a bigger plan. 

Way In

1

So Habakkuk’s confidence in God’s character 
passed the test.  God will not let evil go 
unpunished. He has a plan, it might not be 
what we expect or even want, but He will 
always punish evil and reward righteousness.  
He will act justly and will be glorified in His 
actions.

Questions

2

3

READ

Reflection & Action

Pray

Habakkuk 2

Habakkuk 2:4

“but the righteous will live by his faith…”

Key Verse

4

5

6
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by praising God that He is in control, that 
He knows who are good and who are evil 
and that He will sort everything out so that 

humans and angels will be speechless!

Pray

“Write down … make it plain on tablets” - Telling 
Habakkuk to use clay tablets and clear writing so that 
the news could be spread shows that God meant the 
revelation to be for all people and for all time. 

glossary

How does knowing that God has a plan 
and a purpose in all things help you trust his 
judgement, even when you do not understand 
his ways? 

‘The righteous will live by faith’ has been 
a key verse for Christians because it is at the 
heart of the Gospel .… e.g. Paul (Romans 
1:17) the writer to the Hebrews (Hebrews 
10:37 - 38) the Reformers in the 16 century 
and many others. How does this revelation to 
Habakkuk 500 years before Jesus was born 
help us to see that the cross is God’s plan of 
salvation for the world?

Reflection & Action

1

2

Notes
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Session 2 - Habakkuk 2 

God In The Middle Of The Chaos
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Look through chapter 3 and divide it into:
 The start of the prayer
 What God has shown us He is like
 Habakkuk’s reaction
 Habakkuk’s determination to trust God 

in every situation

04

Session 3 – Habakkuk 3

Lord, I Trust You

Can you think of things that you don’t quite 
know how they work yet you use them or trust 
them to work anyway? What things don’t you 
understand but trust God for?

Way In

1

God is the great and powerful One who is 
right to be angry with evil, yet still shows 
mercy. Habakkuk is comforted in the fact that 
God’s character is dependable, He is always a 
Saviour God (3:18).

How do we - living after Jesus died on 
the cross for us, experience God’s justice and 
mercy in our time? (Ephesians 2:1-5)

Do we get excited about God’s mercy 
shown to us? If not why not?

How can we help each other to trust God 
in situations we do not understand and where 
it is hard to see what He is doing?

Questions

In your own words, summarise Habakkuk’s 
response and prayer in £:2?

Habakkuk thinks about all the things God 
has done in the past, why is it important to 
include these things in a prayer? 
(Psalm 105:1-5)

When Habakkuk came to the end of 
speaking about the awesome power of God 
how does he feel (3:16)? 

Looking to the future how does Habakkuk 
define REAL trust in God (3:17 – 19)?

2

3

READ

Reflection & Action

Pray

Habakkuk 3

Habakkuk 3:17-18

“Though the fig tree does not bud and there 
are no grapes on the vines, though the olive 

crop fails and the fields produce no food, 
though there are no sheep in the pen and 
no cattle in the stalls, yet I will rejoice in 

the Lord, I will be joyful in God my Saviour.” 

Key Verse

4

5

1

2

3
 A

 B

 C

D
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For each other and especially for anyone 
who is struggling with things that don’t seem 

to make sense. Pray that your confidence 
will be in God, even at difficult times. Pray 
especially for the faith to trust in Him even 
when you can’t fully understand what is 

going on.

Pray

On shigionoth: Probably a musical term, notice selah 
is used 3 times and we think this means pause, and 
at the end there are musical directions. This prayer 
therefore became widely used alongside the other 150 
psalms we have in the Old Testament.

Deer on the heights - High places are associated 
with God and the gods … The Old Testament talks of 
of pagan gods being worshipped at every high place 
but they knew that God himself met Moses on the holy 
mountain, Mt Sinai. Habakkuk pictures himself on a 
wonderful high place, neither trapped by pagan worship 
nor in fear of his life, but as a deer free to be there 
rejoicing in God his Lord.

glossary

Notes
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Session 3 – Habakkuk 3

Lord, I Trust You
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User Friendly Guides to the Bible

UFGs are short Bible studies, 
designed for Christian Groups with 
not much time to meet. They are 

aimed at guiding you into a deeper 
love for Jesus. The format is simple: 
you dig into the Bible to hear what 

the Holy Spirit is saying and then you 
think and pray through the impact of 

His word into your lives.

The whole point of the Bible is to 
reveal Jesus. The more you see of 
Jesus, the more you love Him and 
want to talk about Him and live for 

Him. So the best way to get fuelled 
and fired up for talking to people 

about Jesus, is to get to know and 
love Him through the Bible. 

They can take anything from 15 
minutes upwards. Most of the 

questions are open questions, so that 
more discussion can take place. You 
can always ask extra questions such 

as: “What do other people think?” 
“What makes you say that?” “Why do 

you think that’s so important?”.

Aside from the study questions, 
everyone will need to be able to see 
the passage.  Encourage everyone 

in the Group to bring their own Bible 
and have a couple spare for visitors. 
The Bible version used in this guide 
is NIV.  Ideally someone in the group 

should read through the study 
beforehand and lead the time you 

spend together. If you want any help 
in preparing your study, please email:

info@festive.org.uk

What are they?

Why study the Bible in our Group, 
shouldn’t we just focus on outreach? 

How long do they take? 

What else do we need?


